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A Virtue List
Virtue lists were quite common in antiquity,1 including in works of philosophers2 and rhetoricians.3 Virtue and vice lists often appear together, as here Stoics would have defined some elements in Paul's list as virtues, although they would have highlighted self-control and may have emphasized internal tranquility more often than virtues such as the communal "peace" that Paul likely envisions here. Stoics sought to eradicate harmful emotions and behavior, but whereas most philosophic schools valued εὐδαιμονία, a goal lacking in our earliest Christian sources, they probably would not have highlighted "joy" the way Paul did. Most notably, Paul's special emphasis on love reflects a different value tradition stemming from Jesus' interpretation of Scripture.
